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Joey’s Journal

St Joseph’s Parish School

From the Principal’s Desk
Dear Parents and Friends of SJA,

As we finish off the school term this week,
we are also half-way through the holy
season of Lent. And if you’re anything like
me there may have been a number of things
that you might have resolved to give up or
to make a special effort in this Lent but, for
whatever reasons, we have yet to start! So,

regardless, let us start even now to make a special effort during
this Lent. It is never too late to begin.

Traditionally, the three focusses during Lent are: Prayer, Fasting
and Almsgiving. At the end of the day, Lent is about
strengthening our relationship with God; and as Jesus taught
in a few situations, God is experienced in our relationships with
each other. And so, rather than some meaningless act of giving
something up for the sake of it, let’s ask ourselves what we
can do for these three focus areas that is meaningful for our
relationships with each other which is also our relationship with
God.

Prayer: taking some time to pray directly to God is always a
good thing; however, what about if we look at every encounter
with others as a form of prayer, especially the most challenging

encounters we have? We can ask ourselves: What is God
asking of me in this relationship? If God is in this other person
too, what might God be saying to me in this encounter?

Fasting: giving up certain foods is an exercise for Christians
to strengthen their resolve to follow God more than our own
human wants all the time. Maybe, our fasting might not be
about food this year – maybe we give up some of our time so
as to spend more time with others, especially our children who
need our love. Maybe we might significantly reduce our use of
devices so that we can focus more time on actual personal
relationship. Fasting should never be just about giving up some
food – that’s a diet, not a spiritual exercise!

Almsgiving: if we followed the Bible literally, being a Christian
would probably mean giving up most of our wealth and
possessions to give to the poor. But with our responsibilities
also as parents, we can ask ourselves: what can I share that
might lighten the load for the poor in my area? Poverty can be
emotional and spiritual as well as material. We might not be able
to spare any money but we might be able to spare some time
with someone who is lonely (I’m thinking of our students here:
making an effort to reach out to other students who are lonely).
Alternatively, my daughter’s Girl Guides group is selling tickets
to an Easter Hamper raffle – if I win, I could donate the hamper
to St. Vincent de Paul who will use it to lighten up Easter for a
local family who is really struggling. Easter is about the gift of
new life, not about chocolates – how can we share with others
so that they might experience newness of life?

Easter Eggs at school…

Please see Mrs. MacCallum’s page in regards to students
sharing Easter Eggs this week. As hard as it might seem, we
are still very much in the season of Lent, with Easter not being
for almost another 3 weeks. For this reason, it is inappropriate
for classes/students to be sharing Easter Eggs this week. It will,
however, be very appropriate to share Easter Eggs in the week
we return, which is two days after Easter itself – much closer to
the time than this week.

It might help to know that for Catholics, “Easter” in fact is
continued to be celebrated for 50 days, starting with Easter
Sunday! For this reason also do we say that it is better to share
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Easter Eggs when we come back to school, rather than during
Lent.

Winter Uniform

We kindly remind parents of the school’s uniform policy for
winter as we prepare for next term.

http://www.stjoeys.qld.edu.au/documents/uniforms.html

Mrs Lee in the Library has written about pre-ordering school
jumpers – please see Mrs. Lee for any winter school uniform
requirements.

Students may alternatively wear plain navy blue tracksuit top
and/or bottom which should be readily and affordably available
at Big W, Target or Best and Less. If not, ask them to get it
in. Stockings for girls are permitted but only in the prescribed
style (see policy). These used to be available at our local Big W
but I am not sure about current stocks – enquire with them for
orders. Beyond this, no variations are permitted.

Do you have the School’s phone App?

On either Android or iOS, you can search for and download
the app called SZapp – Schoolzine App. Once configured
for our school, you can access the school’s calendar, various
documents, previous newsletters, Absentee Notification,
“Contact Us” button, and Parent Portal direct link. I have also
found the “Call School” button useful as it saves me
remembering the school’s phone number or having to look up
a directory for it. Also, when parent-teacher interviews are on,
a quick click on the button in SZapp gets you to the online
booking programme for parent-teacher interviews.

If you haven’t already, please download the app and get familiar
with it – it offers a fair bit of useful stuff.

Building Project 2017

Due to various reasons, the demolition of the old Gr 6
classroom and old tuckshop have been postponed and will
likely commence towards the June-July holidays. Construction
for the new classrooms is expected to start from the June-July
holidays. We expect to be able to occupy the new classrooms
and new tuckshop for the start of 2018.

In Parent Portal under “Announcements”, click on Building
Project 2017 and then the link inside that announcement and
you will be taken to a temporary website with further information
about this project. Further drawings will soon be added
showing what it might look like from various views.

Well wishes for the holidays

And finally to all members of our school and parish community:
may the upcoming Easter holidays be a blessed time for your
family. May it be safe, especially if you are going away. And may
you also be graced in your own spiritual journey.

God bless.

http://vimeo.com/210348858

Mary’s Message - APRE
As I may have already mentioned, Easter
falls on the last Sunday of the School
holidays and we return to school after the
Easter Monday holiday. So, in reality we are
still in the middle of Lent when our holidays
start this Friday. For that reason, we have
decided that we will celebrate Easter when
we return from the holidays. We ask for your

assistance with this by not sharing any Easter treats at school,
until we return from holidays. We will truly have reason to
celebrate the great feast of Easter whilst we are in the Easter
Season!

Holy Week Liturgy

This Friday at 12 noon, the school will remember the important
events of Holy Week in a special liturgy. All students will have a
special part to play in the liturgy.

Prep - Palm Sunday
Year 1 and Year 2 – Good Friday song- Look at the
Cross
Year 2/3 and Year 3- Holy Thursday echo mime
Year 4 and 5 – Good Friday Chorus Group
Year 6 – Jesus, the Disciples and important characters
in the Holy Week Liturgy.

Everyone is most welcome to join us for this most
important liturgy!

What is Holy Week?

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday

Passion Sunday or Palm Sunday is the first
day of what is known traditionally as ‘Holy Week’. This year
Palm Sunday falls on the 9th April.

During Holy Week, we are called to enter this time with
reverence and celebrate its rites with care and devotion. The
Gospel readings on Palm Sunday highlight what will be
celebrated in the week that lies ahead– our passage with the
Lord from death to resurrection.

Holy Thursday-Mass of the Lord’s
Supper

At the Mass of the Lord’s Supper the focus is
on the reading of the story of the washing of
the feet from John’s gospel, and on the ritual
foot-washing. The main focus is on
celebrating the Eucharist and remembering

what happened at the Last Supper.

Good Friday

During the Good Friday service we
remember the passion and death of Christ
on the cross. It is usually a solemn day and
when the celebration finishes with the
prayer over the people, we depart in
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silence. Catholics should abstain from eating meat on Good
Friday.

Easter Sunday

“You must not be afraid. I know you are looking for Jesus
of Nazareth, who was crucified. He is not here- he has

been raised, just as he said!”
(Matthew 28:5-6)

The celebration of Easter is most significant
for us as Catholics.

We celebrate the saving love and the new
life given to us through the resurrection of

Jesus.

Dates and times of Holy Week and Easter celebrations in our
Parish are found below.

Wishing everyone a safe, happy and holy Easter break.

Students of the Week

Prep A Hunter J

Prep F Hayden E

Yr 1F Jack L

Yr 1A Jett C

Yr 2F Will F

Yr 2/3F Sunny

Yr 3F Mahalia C

Yr 4F Jacob B

Yr 4/5F Bella T

Yr 5/6F Paige T

Prep A Zoe J

Prep F Aleksander & Jason L

Yr 1F Ryan K

Yr 1A Simba

Yr 2F William M

Yr 2/3F Xander

Yr 3A Olivia C

Yr 4F Claire T

Yr 5/6F Natalee A

Yr 6F Alex D
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SPORTS NEWS

2017 Cross Country

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, saw St. Joseph students
participate in the annual cross country race.

Thank you to Mrs Flynn, all the staff and parents who assisted
in the smooth running of this event.

It was pleasing to see the students showing such persistence
and resilience as they ran to complete their race. Every student
who participated, earned a point for their house. These
participation points helped to determine the final results!

Congratulations to Cook house who were the 2017 overall
winners!

Happy Birthday

29-Mar Tayla P 8-Apr Ethen B

30-Mar Darcy S Michael M

31-Mar Talani D 10-Apr Cruz P

1-Apr Olivia C 12-Apr Xander A

2-Apr Gianna F 16-Apr Meika C

4-Apr Daniel L 23-Apr Kayleane H

Mia P Taliah R

5-Apr Jonah G 24-Apr Emmason N

6-Apr Ava G 25-Apr Jaxson S

Year 6 Camp
Last Thursday and Friday the Year Six Students along with Mrs
Mac, Mrs Flynn, Mr Hitchener and Deacon Michael went on
camp to the Tinaroo Apex Centre.

The camp started off with a wonderful session guided by Mrs
Mac. The students were given the opportunity to reflect back
on their lives and examine what they have achieved so far. They
also were given time to think about their goals for the future,
particularly as they embark off to High School next year. Mrs
Mac concluded the session by talking about the benefits of
having a positive mindset.

Despite the heat, the students had a wonderful time
participating in activities such as abseiling, rock climbing,
canoeing, walking, low rope courses, catapult making and team
building exercises. During these activities, the teachers were
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impressed with the way the students demonstrated the SEL
values of persistence, resilience and getting along with peers.

The night time saw the students participate in more reflection
activities and a trivia competition; before watching the movie
“Inside Out” and retiring to bed (for some sleep!).

A beautiful Mass, where we prayed for Miss Monti and her
family, concluded the camp.

Congratulations Year Six on a fantastic camp!

Mini Vinnies

St Patrick’s Green Day

St Joseph’s Mini Vinnies really outdid
themselves this year with their St Patrick’s
Day Green free dress day and baked goods
stall.

The undercroft was packed with
enthusiastic Mini Vinnies members ready to
sell their yummy treats to the very hungry
hordes.

There was laughter and fun, green tongues and green sticky
fingers.

And…… Mini Vinnies were so excited and
proud to declare their profit of over $450.

This money helps people in our local
community. It gives them a hand up.

So once again, Mini Vinnies thanks you, the
school community, for the wonderful support and
encouragement you offer, as they strive to make a difference.

Mini Vinnies Commissioning

On Monday, March 20, forty-two children
were commissioned to be Mini Vinnies
members for 2017. These children are
happily giving up some of their lunch
playtimes to attend meetings and to plan
fundraising events to raise funds for our local

St Vincent de Paul.

We congratulate the executive members

President McKenzie Wuth
Vice Presidents Aisling Rothwell
and Faith Hill
Secretary Dana Caulfield
Publicity and Media Officer
Rebecca Setford

We also offer congratulations to all of the
members who are selflessly considering others and working to
ensure social justice for all.

The world is certainly in good hands.

SCIENCE IN YEAR 3F
Is it living or non-living? That is the question the year 3’s have
been looking at in Science this term. We put our explorer hat’s
on and went to find things that were living or non-living within
our school grounds. We then recorded what we found in our
Science journal by drawing and labelling a diagram of what we
found. We also had to say why we thought it was living or
non-living. We discovered there are actually 7 things that you
need to have, to classify something as living. There was another
category we also discussed – once-living!

St. Joseph’s Day
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Reflections of St Joseph’s Day by 1F

On Monday it was St. Joseph’s Day. I went with my buddy. On
St. Joseph’s day I got an icy pole.

By Ryan.

On Monday it was St. Joseph’s Day. We played with the Duplo.
My buddy’s name is Dane. My name is Harry.

By Harry.

On Monday it was St. Joseph’s Day. I like my buddy. Tomorrow
is Cross Country. It’s been a busy week.

By Nate

On Monday it was St. Joseph’s Day. I liked playing with my
buddy. I liked eating an ice-cream and playing Lego and doing
meditation.

By Axel

On Monday it was St. Joseph’s Day. It was free dress and I
played with my buddy. I did meditation.

By Jack

On Monday it was St. Joseph’s Day. Me and my buddy Dana
made a pretend flower and we did meditation and we did sport.

By Amelia

On Monday it was St. Joseph’s Day. I did a backflip. My buddy
is Kyla. I do drawing with my buddy. Tomorrow we will be
running.

By Diesel

On Monday it was St. Joseph’s Day. Me and my buddy went to
the Prep room.

By Henry

On Monday I had my buddy. On Monday I made a flower. On
Monday I did meditation.

By Sophia

On Monday it was St. Joseph’s Day. I played with my buddy. I
did sport. I did meditation. Tomorrow I will do cross country.

By Dane

Digital Technologies: Buzzing Bee-Bots in
Prep!

Students in Preparatory have had bundles of fun in learning how
to create simple programming by using Bee-Bots.

Students have learned to create simple algorithms in order
to instruct the Bee-Bots to move to different destinations. In
this fun-filled, hands-on activity, students are introduced to the
concept of basic computer programming (or coding). These

lessons are reinforced with the Bee-Bot apps installed in the
school iPads.

Visual Arts: Abstract Expressionism by
Year 4/5 Students.

Students in Year 4/5 have been closely examining the works
of Abstract Expressionist Artists, such as Piet Mondrian and
Jackson Pollock. The students have been looking at ways
these artists tried to convey a concept using minimalist
principles in their works of art. Each week, students
endeavoured to create their own works of art in a style similar
to the artists studied. We all discovered that while these works
of art looked simple, they were in fact, very difficult to replicate!

In a true manner of abstract expressionism, students created
sculptures with their art samples, rather than traditionally
framing, and hanging their masterpieces.

Language Club

Calling all parents. We need you!

Would you like your child to learn either Italian, French or
Spanish in an exciting new language club starting next term?

Would you like your child to be improving their literacy skills
and awareness of other cultures?
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Then please email Lizzie Clifton at lclifton@cns.catholic.edu.au
for further information.

Ciao! Au revoir! Adiós!

BOOKWORM - Library News
Hi Students, Parents / Carers,

Welcome to the last ‘Bookworm’ for term 1.

Holiday Borrowing: All students in the lower
school will be given double the amount of
home readers so they can continue with this
program over the holidays. Students are
more than welcome to borrow extra library
books too. Please ensure you have plenty of reading material to
last the holidays. Call in anytime this week to get your supplies.
Parents we ask that students keep all our valuable school
resources safe over the holidays though. Your assistance with
this matter would be greatly appreciated.

What’s New? To all Star War Buffs, next term over 20 new Star
Wars Books will be available for borrowing. There will be books
suitable for all age groups and reading abilities. Visit the library
in term 2 to borrow.

Last week some new books went into circulation. Titles
included a range of books from Alice Miranda, Dork Diaries,
Geronimo Stilton and Juliet, Nearly a Vet series.

Alice-Miranda
Highton-Smith-Kennington-Jones attends
boarding school at
Winchesterfield-Downsfordvale Academy for
proper Young Ladies. A truly positive
heroine, she is funny, kind, optimistic and
able to solve just about any problem.

Be sure to read about the mischief and mayhem at
Winchesterfield-Downsfordvale!

http://jacquelineharvey.com.au

Hi! I’m Juliet. I’m ten years old. And I’m
nearly a vet!

I bet you’re wondering how someone who is only ten years old
could nearly be a vet. It’s pretty simple really. My mum’s a vet.
I watch what she does and help out all the time. There’s really
not that much to it, you know…

http://rebeccajohnson.com.au

Book Club Issue 2 has been ordered and hopefully will arrive
before the holidays. Thank you for your support of Book Club
during term 1.

Once upon a time, but not very long ago, deep in the Australian
bush, there lived two possums. Their names were Hush and
Grandma Poss. Grandma Poss made bush magic…”

For 34 years, “Possum Magic” has captivated and enchanted
children and adults. Mem Fox's lovable characters, little Hush
and Grandma Poss, and Julie Vivas' exquisite illustrations
weave a story of pure magic. Continuously in print since it
was first published by Omnibus Books on 31st March 1983,
“Possum Magic” has been embraced as a timeless Australian
tale and as Australia's most-loved children's picture book.

Mem Fox’s Ten Read-Aloud Commandments

1. Spend at least ten wildly happy minutes every single
day reading aloud.

2. Read at least three stories a day: it may be the same
story three times. Children need to hear a thousand
stories before they can begin to learn to read.

3. Read aloud with animation. Listen to your own voice
and don’t be dull, or flat, or boring. Hang loose and
be loud, have fun and laugh a lot.

4. Read with joy and enjoyment: real enjoyment for
yourself and great joy for the listeners.

5. Read the stories that the kids love, over and over and
over again, and always read in the same ‘tune’ for
each book: i.e. with the same intonations on each
page, each time.

6. Let children hear lots of language by talking to them
constantly about the pictures, or anything else
connected to the book; or sing any old song that you
can remember; or say nursery rhymes in a bouncy
way; or be noisy together doing clapping games.

7. Look for rhyme, rhythm or repetition in books for
young children, and make sure the books are really
short.
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© “Reading Magic by Mem Fox”

Reading Magic is available from our Parent Library in the senior
section of our library.

I would like to wish everyone a very happy and safe Easter
holiday. Don’t forget to try and read every day!

See you soon and happy reading. Yours in books,
Tricia Lee

Library Days

Monday – 2.00pm Year 2/3F
Tuesday – 9.00am Prep 0A, 2.00pm year 1F
Wednesday – 9.00am Prep 0F, 2.00pm Year 2F
Thursday – 9.00am Year 5/6F, 10.00am Year 1A,
2.00pm Year 3F
Friday – 10.00am Year 1F, 11.35am Year 4F,
12.35pm Year 4/5F, 2.00pm Year 6F

No Library Bag = No Borrowing

New stocks of jumpers are due in week 1 of term 2.

Pre order today!

P & F News

Next P & F Meeting
Tentative for 19th April 2017

In the Staffroom

Deb Ball 2017: Help Required

Call for helpers: new parents are needed to help pull the event
together. Some parents are moving into the wilds of high school
next year so this is a great opportunity to learn from their
experience before they head off. There are lots of way to help:
Please swamp these ladies with offers…..

Jamie De Lai 0409 071 009; Deana Nasser 0408 953 511 or
Amanda Ryan 0400 447 430.

Tuckshop Roster

THIS WEEK 28TH MARCH – 31ST MARCH

TUE Amanda Ryan & Tanya Pezzelato

WED Tania Barbieri & Sonya De Marzi

FRI Kerri Rolfe, Deanna Nasser & Sonya De Marzi

NEXT WEEK 18TH APRIL – 21ST APRIL

TUE Miwa Steinmann & Sonya De Marzi

WED Donna Zappala & Sonya De Marzi

FRI Genna Trimble, Rene Portelli & Sonya De Marzi

Message from tuckshop
Just a reminder to change year levels on your re-useable

Tuckshop bags.

Please place your tuckshop orders in the basket located in
each class room.

Thanks Sonya De Marzi – Tuckshop Convenor

8. Play games with the things that you and the child can
see on the page, such as letting kids finish rhymes,
and finding the letters that start the child’s name and
yours, remembering that it’s never work, it’s always a
fabulous game.

9. Never ever teach reading, or get tense around books.

10. Please read aloud every day, mums and dads,
because you just love being with your child, not
because it’s the right thing to do.
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Community News

Enrolments at St Stephen's Catholic College

Enrolment at Atherton State Highschool
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