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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Dear Parents and Caregivers

Book Week 2018 – Find Your Treasure

Reading is the KEY to Success across all subject areas.
Confident readers are more likely to be successful in school and
later in life! We must develop a love for Reading in each and
every child…

How do you share a LOVE of Reading in your family?

Staff and students will be celebrating Book Week with a special
assembly on Friday, highlighting some unique ways that we
have celebrated the importance of reading across our school
campus.

Let’s all ignite student’s imagination and curiosity by sharing
wonderful literature with them at school and at home. What are
you reading with your child?

Thank you to all staff for contributing to our Book Week
Celebration on Friday. Special congratulations to Kylie Downey
– Head of The Discovery Centre for being the champion of this
wonderful week!

Vocabulary knowledge is fundamental to being an independent
and successful reader and writer and is comprised of the words
that are understood when heard or read. Vocabulary
development is not a natural outcome of having a birthday or
the number of years spent at school and while some words may
be incidentally learned, other useful and important words do not
necessarily teach themselves. The link between vocabulary and
comprehension is strong and significantly influences academic
success.

As parents you can really make a difference by trying the
following steps:

1. Explore the book together

Look through the book and discuss what is happening in the
pictures. Try some On my own and Right there questions e.g.
What do you think the book is about? What is the character
doing in that picture?

2. Read the book together

The adult reads the book. The child and the adult read the book
together.

(Note: This step can be skipped as your child develops
confidence and the books get more complex.)

3. Listen while your child reads the book

4. Support your child if they get stuck on a word:

Pause: Wait five to ten seconds for your child to work it out
Prompt: Use one of the strategies e.g. What clues can you get
from the picture? What sound does the word start with? How
about you try the sentence again?
(Note: Only prompt 2 or 3 times and then tell the child the word!)
Praise: Encourage your child with plenty of praise and
feedback e.g. Terrific reading! I love the way you really thought
about what that word might be! That was clever to choose a
word that started with ‘b’! Great effort!
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5. Celebrate the successes!

I look forward to engaging with the Baringa Community as we,
together, continue to work towards making this a great place
for learning and a place for friendships to grow.

Yours in Education

Noel Baggs
Principal

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Helping our Farmers

Please be advised that our school community will be fundraising
to support our farmers who are currently suffering from a
significant “drought”.

We invite students on Thursday 30 August to participate in
“Silly Sock Day”. Students will be asked to bring a gold coin
donation. All money raised will be given to a charity organisation
called “Drought Angels”.

“Drought Angels” started in 2014 and supports farmers with:

For more information about Drought Angels, please visit:

https://www.droughtangels.org.au/

We look forward to supporting Drought Angels- “A little charity
with big hearts making a difference to every farming family they
assist.”

Year 1 Excursion

Year 1 will be attending an excursion to the Caloundra Event
Centre to watch “The Gruffalo” performance on Wednesday
19 September. Year 1 English learning this term has been
based on the story ‘The Gruffalo’ and has involved students
reading, performing and discussing the characters and events.
This performance will be a culmination of all Year 1 learning. A
letter will be sent home soon with more information.

Prep Excursion

Our Prep students will be attending a live show titled ‘Josephine
Wants to Dance’ at the Kawana Community Centre on Friday
31 August. Based on the book by Jackie French and Bruce
Whatley, the performance presents a story about dreams,
believing in yourself ... and a dancing kangaroo.

Students will be required to wear full school uniform to the
performance. Students will have first break before leaving
school and will eat lunch on return as per normal.

2019 Prep Information Sessions

Prep 2019 Information Sessions will be held on Tuesday 28
August at 9.30am and Wednesday 29 August at 5.30pm.
Parents will only need to attend one session. This is a great
opportunity to meet staff and learn about the prep experience
at Baringa SPS. We hope to see you there!

Father’s Day

Prep and Year 1 students will perform a special song at
assembly on Tuesday 28 August to celebrate Father’s Day. We
invite parents to attend. More information will be provided in the
upcoming weeks.

Grandparents Day

Grandparents are of vital importance to families, from sharing
their skills and wisdom, to volunteering their time and looking
after grandchildren. We would like to take this opportunity to
invite all grandparents to our school to participate in
‘Grandparents Day’ on Thursday 13 September between
9.15am and 11.15am.

Amos Cowling
Deputy Principal

HEAD OF CURRICULUM’S REPORT

Year 3 and Year 5 NAPLAN Reports

If you are the parent of a student in Years 3 or 5 you will soon
be receiving an individual report on your child’s results for the
NAPLAN tests sat in May this year. These reports are expected
to be sent home later this term. The same report format is used
for every student in Australia. If you do not receive a report, you
should contact the school office. Individual student results are
strictly confidential.

NAPLAN results enable parents and teachers to see how
students are progressing, not just within their class but also
against national standards that have been agreed upon by all
state and territory governments. Schools use the results to
identify strengths and weaknesses in teaching program and to
set goals in literacy and numeracy.

How do I read the results?

• Grocery hampers

• Care packs consisting of toiletries and household
products

• IGA gift cards

• Stockfeed/Dog food

• Utility bill payments

• Toys for kids

• Social events designed to strengthen emotional
wellbeing titled Rural Day Off (RDO).

• The front page of the report provides some general
information about the results and tests and an
explanation of how to read the report

• The second and third page has diagrams that show
your child’s results for each area (numeracy, reading,
writing, spelling, grammar and punctuation).

• The common assessment scale has ten bands and is
used for Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 (the relevant six bands
for each year level are shown on the student report)

• The scale shows the range of the middle 60% of
students, the national average result and the national
minimum standard for each year level.

• The tests complement school assessments of literacy
and numeracy.
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Once you have received your child’s report if you have further
questions or need support to understand the report please
contact your child’s teacher.

Staff Professional Development – Maths Mats

Building teacher expertise involves providing staff with
opportunities to continuously improve their skills and practices.
It also means leading by example. This week our very talented
Year 1 teacher Belinda Hudson and our wonderful Year 2
teacher Camila Zunia-Greve worked with our school staff on
how to effectively use Maths Mats in the classroom. Maths
Mats provide a wonderful hands on learning experience for
students where they can work with and manipulate 2D and
3D shapes, collect and represent data, explore multiplication,
decimals and fractions, coordinates and numbers. The
opportunities are endless.

Optiminds 2018 – Science Engineering

Over the past few weeks a group of Year 5 and 6 students
have been preparing for this weekend’s Opti-minds challenge.
The purpose of the challenge is to encourage students to
think, create and communicate. Teams are required to work
together to explore possibilities and experiment with ideas as
they endeavor to produce the best possible challenge solution.
They then develop creative and original ways to communicate
this solution to the judges. On Saturday, these students will
present their product and their challenge solution within the
10 minute time frame. The teams must also participate in a
Spontaneous Challenge where they will be judged on their
ability to think effectively, creatively and work together to solve
an unseen problem. Good luck to our Opti-minds Science and
Engineering team!

What’s happening in Prep?

This term our Prep’s have been very busy learning about lots of
exciting things. Here is what they had to say about what they
are doing in prep.

Kaison – “We do writing. We write about poems. We have been
writing about a crab. We have been reading poems too.”
“Crab was walking sideways and I think the reason why
\Is to make himself look sneaky and pretend that he is a spy.”

Lily – “We have been reading with our buddies.”

Payeton -“ In initialLit we have been learning new sounds. K C
P and J. P makes a ppp sounds.”

Olivia – “We have been learning about silly and sensible
materials. We made a silly playground out of cucumbers and a
chocolate slide.”

Lilah – “We have been testing materials and put a box and lego
in water to see what will change and not change.”

Daniella – “Drawing and making stuff with our buddies. We
made them a letter of the start of their name and drew stuff on
the back like rainbows. “

Jessia – “We have been doing the ‘bee bot’ boogie with our
buddies.”

Lilah – “Software and hardware. The software tells the
hardware what to do. Hardware is a computer.

Taj – “We made our sea animals talk. I made my sea animal
sing happy birthday.”

Jo Klein
Head of Curriculum – Digital Engineer

BUSINESS MANAGER’S REPORT

Volunteer Training

Volunteers are a valuable part of our school community. To
ensure all volunteers on site are aware of school and
departmental policy and procedures, they are required to

• The final page of the report has a table that provides
a brief description of the skills student have typically
demonstrated in the tests at each band.

• The student report, in conjunction with other forms of
assessment, contributes to a balanced view of
student achievement.

• The tests contain questions of varying difficulty to
cover a broad range of student abilities. There are
some questions that most students answered
correctly and there are some questions that only a
few students answered correctly.

• Only some aspects of literacy (Language
conventions, Writing and Reading) and numeracy
(algebra, function and pattern; measurement, chance
and data; number; and space) are assessed.

• A student’s writing result is based on first-draft
writing.

• The student’s performances may be compared with
the national minimum standard for that cohort.
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undertake training conducted by the school. Our first volunteer
training session will be held on Wednesday 12 September
from 2.15pm to 3.00pm, with further dates to be confirmed.
Please note that after 12 September, you must have completed
the training session to volunteer in any area of the school i.e.
classroom, tuckshop, library etc. Any questions please feel free
to contact me on 5390 2333 or drop in and see me in Admin.

Late arrivals

Please ensure your student is in class, ready to learn by 9.00am
each day. All class rolls are marked at 9.00am prompt. Being
late can be disruptive to the class and may make it difficult for
your student to settle for the day. If you are late, please ensure
you present to the office with your student, or contact the office
by telephone if your student is late. Students are not allowed to
sign themselves in late without parent acknowledgement.

Payment for school activities

It is important payments for excursions and school activities are
paid by the due date. The school needs this time to prepare for
the excursion e.g. preparation of rolls, confirmation of buses,
confirmation of numbers of students attending, medical
requirements. We are unable to contact parent/guardians
individually to remind them about an overdue payment and will
be unable to accept late payments for excursions/activities.
If you are unable to make payment by the due date please
contact the Business Manager to discuss payment plan
options. This policy must be enforced to ensure the safety
of our students. Students not attending an activity will be
supervised and provided with work to complete.

Dianne Winthrop
Business Manager

COMING EVENTS

25 August
2018

Opti-Minds

28 August
2018

Prep parent information session

30 August
2018

Father’s Day stall

30 August
2018

Silly sock day – fundraising for Drought
Angels

31 August
2018

Josephine Wants to Dance - Prep

12
September
2018

Volunteer Training Sesssion – Board Room
2.15 to 3.00pm

13
September
2018

Grandparents Day

14
September
2018

Year 5 and Year 6 Interschool Sport

19
September
2018

Year 1 excursion The Gruffolo

20
September
2018

3A STEM Expo We Do Parent Afternoon

21
September
2018

Pyjama Day – fundraising for the PJ
Foundation

21
September
2018

Last Day Term 3

BARINGA SPS P&C REPORT
Thanks, to those who came along to our first trivia night last
week, it was a tremendous success and we raised some much
needed funds for the local school. A big thanks to Deb Hardie
and her fundraising committee - including Tash Moores - for
your assistance on the night.

As we mentioned last newsletter, our tuckshop is going great
guns but we are in need for more volunteers.

We can only run an efficient tuckshop if we have enough
volunteers to help Tanya prepare and fill the daily orders. If you
can assist, please see Tanya directly or email the P and C -
pandc@baringass.eq.edu.au

The tuckshop is open every Wednesday and Friday, so if you
can spare a couple of hours please let us know. We greatly
appreciate the volunteers who support the tuckshop because
without them we wouldn't be able to open.

We are currently finalising plans for a foundation monument for
the school and will have an update soon on the proposal. It's
a one-time opportunity and a great idea to commemorate the
foundation students, teachers and whole school community on
what it means to be at Baringa. Ben Amos has done a heap of
work on this idea and deserves our praise and thanks on behalf
of the P and C and the school community. Stay tuned for more
news on this exciting project!

The next meeting will be held at the admin building from 6pm on
Wednesday 12 September. We look forward to seeing people
there.

P and C executive

TUCKSHOP REPORT

Volunteers needed

Our Tuckshop is asking for more volunteers to help out, please
contact Tanya Mackenzie on tmack185@eq.edu.au if you’re
able to assist.

Feedback

We encourage parents to provide Tuckshop feedback via the
following survey:
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http://bit.ly/BaringaBytesFeedback

Tanya MacKenzie
Tuckshop Convenor

CAMP AUSTRALIA NEWS
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